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HISTORICAL HIGHLIGHT
by Carmina Tuksal

When was the last time, if ever, you attended an old- fashioned Memorial Day
ceremony in the cemetery? Your family will have that opportunity on
Monday, May 27th at 11 A.M. in the historic Franklin cemetery. Take the
children and grandparents. It's an event that evokes memories from the past
and for the future.

Memorial Day, also known as Decoration Day, has been observed in the USA
since May 10th 1868 when General John Alexander Logan ordered graves of
Civil War veterans to be decorated in memory of those who have fallen in
battle.

The Franklin cemetery is an envelope of village history behind headstones.
There are 19th century tombstones of pioneering settlers of the village and 20th
century village leaders, homemakers and children.

There is a monument with the names of veterans from the War of 1812 to the
present day. Designed and executed by artist and sculptress Michele Oka
Doner in 1981 (a former resident at the time), the three by six- foot bronze
sculpture is in the shape of a fallen elm leaf and rests horizontally near the
flagpole. Arthur Kreger, a resident, initiated and perpetuated annual Memorial
Day services in Franklin.

The cemetery is not a spooky place. It is an oasis of green in the midst of urban
jungles. It is for the living to enjoy. It is a breathing spot for a community to
celebrate life. On Memorial Day visit the cemetery and listen to the band
music. Sing the beloved songs of national pride. Place your hand near your
heart and pledge allegiance to the flag. Shiver at the lonely sound of taps
echoing from the hillside. Wander among the weathered tombstones that
reveal local history. And, Walk in the Footsteps of Henry Cox presented by
the Franklin Historical Society and Franklin Cemetery Association. Our guest
speaker is Mitch Albom.



FRANKLIN DESCENDANTS HOMECOMING
Sunday, May 26th
Rub elbows with descendants from early settlers
Explore the museum at 10 A.M.
26165 Thirteen Mile at Kirk Lane
Lunch on the museum grounds
Walking tour of the village after lunch

pre-register for the event at info@franklin-historyv.org

sponsored by the Franklin Historical Society

MEMORIAL DAY CEREMONY
Monday, May 27th
at the Franklin cemetery 11 A.M.
Walk in the Footsteps of Henry Cox
Mitch Albom, guest speaker
sponsored by the Franklin Cemetery Association

and Franklin Historical Society

STRAWBERRY FESTIVAL
Sunday, June 23rd
in front of the Franklin church 11:30 -1 P.M.

Join other villagers on the green for nostalgic music, strawberry treat
and Ming the Magnificent magician!

Sponsored by the Franklin church and Franklin Historical Society



SEED EXCHANGE
At the Franklin library through July
Bring a packet of seeds and take a packet of seeds!
Watch your garden grow!

sponsored by the Friends of the Library and the Garden Club

200t BIRTHDAY PARTY
Saturday, July 13tk
on the village green 4 — 6:30 P.M.
sponsored by the Friends of the Library
with entertainment by the Franklin Community Association
'and the Franklin Historical Society
A main dish and birthday cake provided!
pre-registration required for a potluck dish to pass!

Join us for some old-fashioned games and fun!

More information to follow

The birthday banner and buntings are compliments of the

Franklin Garden Club




RIBS, CHICKEN AND SIDES, OH MY!

On Saturday, April 6th, villagers celebrated the kick off for Franklin’s Bicentennial!
It was almost 200 years to the day that Dillucene Stoughton purchased 80 acres of
the land on the east side of Franklin road near the river. He purchased the property
at the Detroit Land Office. The rest was history!

Wranglers dressed in flannel shirts, jeans, vests, boots and cowboy hats lit up the
floor with their square- dancing moves. It was a learning experience for most;
however, we did have some seasoned dancers who taught us a thing or two.

The event was catered by Nino Salvaggios. No cowboy or cowgirl went hungry.
The meal was topped off with a Bicentennial cake!

If you missed this event, no need to worry. We have many more opportunities
throughout the year to celebrate our heritage! Keep your eyes peeled to
www.franklin-history.org, the Kite and Key publication, notices from the village
shout out, the library and posters around town.
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Picturing

Our Past

BANNERS!

The light posts along Franklin road will have some familiar and unfamiliar faces
appearing soon! Picturing the Past is a series of photos highlighting both early settlers
and some contemporaries. You will meet different people as you travel north and others as
you venture south along Franklin road.

If you are a walker, you can gain more insight to the individuals as you click on the QR
codes to hear their story. It’s a present meets past experience.




